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demesnal lands. According to the most authoritative
opinions, there is no incapacity on the part of Moslems
to inherit on account of difference of nationality.
Does the difference of nationality which makes a for-
eigner incapable of inheriting from an Ottoman recip-
rocally prevent the latter from inheriting from a for-
eigner? The question is a disputed one, but it generally
is decided in the negative; that is, the rule in question
does not apply to Ottomans and the latter may, with
entire legality, inherit from foreigners. Is difference
of nationality between foreigners an obstacle to inher-
itance? May a Frenchman inherit from an Englishman!
This question is also a disputed one, but it is generally
decided in the affirmative, unless the foreign heir belongs
to a power which has not adhered to the law permitting
foreigners to acquire real property in the Ottoman Em-
pire, a law which will be discussed later.
A woman of Ottoman nationality who has married a
foreigner loses her Ottoman nationality. She, as a for-
eigner, loses all right to inherit from her Ottoman rela-
tives. If she becomes a widow, she can reclaim within
three years her Ottoman nationality. The foreign
woman who marries an Ottoman becomes Ottoman, This
legal situation has, moreover, been contested by certain
foreign powers.
An Ottoman subject who has acquired a foreign nation-
ality with the authorization of the Turkish Government
is considered and treated as a foreign subject; but if he
has been naturalized without the previous authorization
of the Turkish Government, Ms naturalization is con-
sidered void, and he continues to be treated in every re-
spect as an Ottoman subject. Children born of an Otto-
man subject before the change of nationality authorized
by the Government, remain Ottoman. Children of a for-
eigner, born before the acquisition, of Ottoman national-
ity by the latter, retain the foreign nationality.

